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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
Our year is off to a terrific start, and we have just completed our 1st 9-week grading period. We will be 
mailing home report cards the week of October 25th, although your student‘s grades and report cards are 
available on the Family Access website. 
 
 The new cell phone policy has now been in effect since October 4th and I‘m happy to report that the 
students have been very responsible with their cell phones and other electronic devices. With that being 
said, I know that in our recent peer group meetings, we have talked a lot about bullying and/or cyber 
bullying since it has been in the news so much lately. Here are a few tips from Education.com: 
 

 Keep your home computer(s) in easily viewable places, such as a family room or kitchen. 

 Talk regularly with your child about the online activities he or she is involved in. 

 Talk specifically about cyberbullying and encourage your child to tell you immediately if he or she is the victim of 

cyberbullying, cyberstalking, or other illegal or troublesome on-line behavior. 

 Encourage your child to tell you if he or she is aware of others who may be the victims of such behavior.  

 Explain that cyberbullying is harmful and unacceptable behavior. Outline your expectations for responsible online 

behavior and make it clear that there will be consequences for inappropriate behavior. 

Although adults must respect the privacy of children and youth, concerns for your child‘s safety may sometimes over-
ride these privacy concerns. 

 Tell your child that you may review his or her on-line communications if you think there is reason for concern. 

Consider installing parental control filtering software and/or tracking programs, but don‘t rely solely on 
these 
 
We will continue to address these types of issues with our students through our Social Emotional Learn-
ing lessons that we conduct through the activity period. Please let us know if your student is being bullied 

in anyway, and we will work with you and your student to address 
your concerns. 
 
We continue to strive to keep parents informed about what is hap-
pening with their children and to maintain open lines of communica-
tion between home and school. It is only through this partnership 
that we can truly do the best job possible for all of our students. We 
are also so fortunate to have so much parental involvement at our 
school and we appreciate your dedication to your students and the 
school. If we can do anything to improve our communication, please 
let us know. 

 

Lisa Weir, Principal 
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3rd.  Be sure to mark all of these upcoming 
events on your calendars.  

 

I encourage everyone to attend our Novem-
ber 18th PTA meeting.  Cammie Moise will be 

speaking on the topics of cell phones, cyber 
bullying and social networks.  Cammie has 
also graciously agreed to submit a monthly 

article to our newsletter in an effort to keep 
us all informed on the issue of cyber safety.  

Thank you Cammie!  In addition to hearing 
Cammie speak, we will be electing our Nomi-
nating Committee at the November PTA 

meeting.  This committee is comprised of five 
members and two alternates, and we always 

try to ensure that there is representation 
from each of MMS ‗s feeder elementary 

schools.  The Nominating Committee has the 
important role of slating the officers for the 
next school year.   

 

Finally, with Thanksgiving right around the 
corner, I would like to thank each faculty and 

staff member as well as every parent for 
your commitment to MMS.  It is because of 

you that our students continue to thrive and 
succeed.  Thank you!!  

 

Dee Dee  

Robinson 
 

A NOTE FROM  

OUR PTA PRESIDENT 
 

Happy November everyone!  Can you be-
lieve that we are already into our fourth 

month of school?  As our kids continue to 
work hard in school, the MMS PTA contin-
ues to work hard as well, both behind the 

scenes and throughout the school.  As we 
enter into November, the PTA already has 

one All School Party and Red Ribbon Week 
under its belt.  Directories have been dis-
tributed and PTA membership dues have 

been submitted to the state PTA. The Write-
a-Check campaign is well underway.  If you 

have not yet contributed to the Write-a-
Check campaign, please take the time to do 
so in the next few weeks.  Remember, no 

amount is too small and every amount 
helps.   

 

 We had our first PTA speaker of the school 
year, Dr. Marshall Shumsky, speak at our 

October 14th PTA meeting.   Dr. Shumsky 
spoke on the topic of ―Finding a Balance – 
Minimizing Academic Stress.‖  Dr. Shumsky 

discussed both the theories and realities of 
learning.   Dr. Shumsky provided everyone 

present with valuable advice regarding our 
children and academics. 

 

We can now look forward to the 8th grade 
Car Wash and Dog Wash scheduled for Sat-
urday, November 6th, the school‘s Veterans‘ 

Day assembly scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 11th and our second PTA speaker, 

Cammie Moise, scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 18th.   Beyond November, we can 
look forward to the always fun MMS Holiday 

Home Tour scheduled for Friday, December 
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November PTA Meeting 

Thursday, November 18th   12:00 Noon in the Library 
Lunch will be served 

Guest Speaker: Cammie Moise 
Educating Parents on Internet Safety 

Cammie will be speaking about understanding what your kids are doing online 
with computers, laptops, cell phones and the ITouch.  Educating parents is the 

key to keeping our children safe in the ―cyber‖ world.   
Visit Cammie‘s website for more information: 

cybersafefamily.com 

8th Grade Car Wash and Dog Wash   Saturday, November 6 
November Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Tuesday, November 9 
Veteran's Day Assembly     Thursday, November 11 
PTA Meeting        Thursday, November 18  

International Club Luncheon   Friday, November 19 

Dec/Jan Newsletter Deadline   Tuesday, November 23 

Thanksgiving Holiday    Wednesday, Nov. 24 - Friday, Nov. 26 

Holiday Home Tour     Friday, December 3 

Calendar of Events 

www.memorialmiddleschoolpta.com 



Do you.... 

 know an outstanding teacher who 

goes far beyond the norm? 

 want to reward an outstanding teacher 

for excellence? 

 want to see an outstanding teacher 

honored at a gala event? 

 would like to see an outstanding 

teacher receive $1,000 from the Houston 

Chronicle?  

 want an outstanding teacher to be  

presented a crystal apple? 
 

Each year, the Spring Branch Education Foundation and the Houston Chronicle sponsor the 

Crystal Awards to honor four exceptional teachers from the Gulf Coast area.  If you know a 
teacher at Memorial Middle School who has made a difference in a child‘s life due to their 

dedication to the teaching profession and their desire to inspire students to expand their 
horizons and expectations, please nominate them for a Crystal Award. Nomination forms 
may be found at www.chron.com/cie, select the ―Teachers‖ tab, and click on ―Contests.‖ 
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Veterans’ Day Celebration 
 

The students of MMS will be honoring the Veterans of our community on Thursday, No-
vember 11, 2010, for their service to our country in the armed forces.  There will be a 

breakfast at 7:45 in the library, with an assembly following at 8:30 in the gym.  Stu-
dents will receive invitations during 

the week of November 1st to invite 
their parents, grandparents, siblings, 
and neighbors who are Veterans to 

attend our celebration at MMS.  If you 
are a Veteran, or know of a family 

member or neighbor who would like 
to attend, please RSVP to 713-251-
3900 with the following information: 

Name of Veteran, Branch of Service, 
and Conflicts or time of service.    

http://www.chron.com/cie
http://www.chron.com/cie/t_contest_crystal.html


Counselors’ Corner 

Report cards were mailed this week; congratulations to our honor roll recipients!  Great job! 
Additionally, 8th grade had their first STARS assembly last week, and it was great to see the 

kids honored in front of their peers. The 6th and 7th grade assemblies will occur over the 
next couple of weeks. Way to go!   

 

Thank you all for a great start of school.  The second nine weeks is well underway, and eve-
ryone is settled into their routines.  Thank you parents for the great support at home and 
school.  In our first Peer Group Meetings we spent some time talking about organization, 

homework, transitions, and the new cell phone policy.  We hope you have found the infor-
mation/advice helpful as you all started your journey through the school year. 

   

Last week the school celebrated Red Ribbon week.  It was fun to see the various styles of 
sunglasses, caps, and socks as well as our favorite—crazy hair.  Last Thursday during activ-

ity students participated in their first Social/Emotional Learning (SEL) lesson: Decision 
Making. This is a great opportunity to have some ―what if‖ conversations at home. As al-
ways, we ended the week with a three screen video production.  Some of the topics in-

cluded in the video were bullying behavior and its‘ prevention, as well as the dangers of 
gossiping, drugs, and alcohol. This is one of our favorite weeks and a great start to our up-

coming SEL lessons which will focus on Respect, No Name Calling and how to deal with and 
report Bullying Situations.    
 

MMS does not tolerate bullying behaviors and we encourage students and parents to report 
bullying to their grade level coun-
selor, principal or teacher.     
 

Have a great second nine weeks! 
 

Diana Peters- 6th grade 

Diana.patterson@springbranchisd.com 
    

 

Katy Smith 7th grade 
sarah.smith@springbranchisd.com    

   
 

Liz Rushing 8th grade 
Liz.rushing@springbranchisd.com 
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Notes from the Nurse 
1.  Please use preventative care 

Wash you hands or use hand sanitizer frequently 

Cough into your elbow or into shirt 

Avoid touching your face 

Eat well, Lots of vitamin C and D and avoid 
empty calories. 

Sleep well teenagers need 10-12 hours per night 
and should keep a sleep schedule even 

through the weekend.  Sleepovers and re-
treats should be reserved for 3 day weekends. 

Avoid close contact with others during the flu 
season  

  

2.  6th grade scoliosis screening has started.  

 
3. Parents keep remind your child to adhere to the dress code!  Many of the cute dresses 

being worn are too short!  Shorts and dresses need to be no shorter than 3 inches above 
the knee. 

 

4.  Keep the MMS clinic informed of vaccines received through out the year.  Send an offi-
cial documentation of immunization records.  Your student‘s complete record is available 
to you through Family Access. 

 

5. Balance homework with fun.  

 

Stay Healthy!. 
Becky-Lou Ruiz, R.N.  

ATTENTION PARENTS WANTING TO BUY OR SELL MMS SPIRIT WEAR:   

Due to some confusion about the sizes of the spirit wear merchandise, several parents have ended up with 

spirit wear that is either too large or too small for their students.  If you ordered clothing that does not fit 
your student OR if you did not order clothing and would like to do so, please contact Leslie Hattig 
(leslie.hattig@markiiisys.com) and she will coordinate the purchase/sale of items.  

 Also, there are still several pairs of grey sweat pants in size small ($20) and socks ($6) available for sale in 
the office. Tie-Dye shirts will arrive shortly and will be sold in the office on a first come, first serve basis 
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Please come out to support the 8th Grade Car/Dog Wash 

Saturday, November 6th from 10:00- 2:00 

MMS Parking Lot- Bus Circle 

Tickets are $5.00 and can be purchased from any 8th Grader 

Proceeds benefit the 2010/2011 8th Grade Dance 

In the event of rain, we thank you for your donation. 
 

On Friday, October 22, each 8th Grader received an envelope in Activity with 8 Car/Dog 
Wash tickets to sell.   Monies collected and/or unsold tickets are to be returned to their Ac-
tivity teacher by Tuesday, November 2.   In addition to selling $40 worth of tickets, each 8th 

grader is asked to work one shift at Car/Wash Fundraiser on November 6th.   The kids 
signed up for their shifts during lunch last week and received a green confirmation sheet 

with information about timing, attire and what they are to bring with them.  Water will be 
provided but the kids need to bring buckets, towels and sponges.   Please also remember 
that there are no bathing suits or tank tops allowed during the car wash.      

 

To see the shift schedule, please go to memorialmiddleschoolpta.com. 
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We would like to thank the following families for their generous support of the 
2010/2011 Write A Check Campaign (―WAC‖).     As of October 19, 2010, we have col-

lected $ 44,555  from 126 participating families.   We are 41% of the way to our goal 
of $108,000.  No gift is too big or too small and all gifts will help make a difference in 
the lives of our children at MMS.   WAC is the main fundraiser at MMS and funds raised 

are used to purchase computers, campus improvements, library books, staff develop-
ment, and much more.  Every student and all departments at MMS benefit  from  your 
contribution….. so please consider Writing A Check this week.   In addition to reaching 

our monetary goal, we are really hoping to have 100% MMS Family participation this 
year.    Thank you in advance for your support of this important fundraising campaign.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

GOLD LEVEL 
Mark & Pam Callahan Jerry & Susan Nanna Bruce & Lynne Marion The Rexrode Family      The McWhorter Family  
Marshall, Kaleigh & Ann Stallings 

SILVER LEVEL 
The Balleza Family  Rich McGuire & Maria Dunn         The Barrera Family  Jorge & Bonnie  Gomez Lisa & Craig Bergez  
The Howell Family  Bob & Deborah Berry & Family     Alan & Tammy Patton  The Bronston Family The Purvis Family 

The Broussard Family The Saltiel Family         Captain & Mrs. Eugene Cernan The Silberman Family Rick & Alice  Ciaccio 

Steve & Kelley Sobell Proud MMS Parents/Anonymous   The Jeff Wright Family 

PLATINUM LEVEL 
The Cloud Family  The Steve Robinson Family     The Odegard Family 

The Ferris Family  The Simpson Family   The Wade Jones Family 

The Michael Taff Family Amir & Niloufar Molavi    The Winburne Family 

BRONZE LEVEL 
The Abshire Family  Beth Kopatic The Howard Acton Family The Luck Family Michael & Shelley  Adams The Moll Family 
The Allred Family  Poul & Claudia Mollerup-Madsen           The Baker Family The Mumey Family  Kevin & Cheryl Brady 

The Papageorge Family The Brast Family The Perrin Family  The Brennan and Raif Family   The Peters Family 

The Walter Bruce Family The Phillips Family The Bullock Family  Mitch & Dawn Rubenstein  Wade & Charlotte Crawford  

The Slaughter/Zvara Family The Criswell Family  The Snelling Family Ed DeCora The Song Family Michael & Ramona DiMarco  

Bob & Jeanmarie Stevenson The Dixit Family Jeff & Lisa  Swanson The Buie Family The Udstuen Family The Family of Lauren Vu 

The Weeks Family  The Dyer Family David & Jane Wise  The Koeller Family   

ORANGE LEVEL 
The Altman Family  The Myer Family The Azios Family The Family of Eric T. Nelson      The Bowytz Family Brian & Suzanne  Odum 
The Buckley/Weldon Family The Okazaki Family  Carlos & Piri Campo     The Parenti Family       Elizabeth Cashiola     The Family of Bryson Phillips 

George & Mia  Christie The Pletcher Family The Diamantaras Family The Quintana Family    The Donnan Family Mark & Ann Rome 

The Duna Family  Michael & Lee  Scott  The Echols Family Patti Doyle Searight      The Fox Family  The Short Family 

The Grekin Family  Steve & Karen Smith    The Grooms Family The Stimson Family       The Hachtman Family Mr. & Mrs. Mark Stirl 

The Mike Hamilton Family The Suzuka Family    The Henkel Family Tim & Susan Thomas     Rick & Nancy Hotze Steve & Aimee Touchstone 

The John Hunt Family The Uthman Family       Kim Hutchins  The Valerius Family       Wendy & Rhett Jackson The Waltmon Family 
The Janousek Family Mike & Jayne Williams    Sergio & Judy Juan Hank & Chaille Winfield  Craig & Janet Kaiser  The Kaminksi FamilyThe 

Kanellopoulos Family  The Kopp Family    The Lindahl Family The Lively Family        Trey & Karen  Magee  The Manke Family   

The McPhillips Family  Mohamad Safarazdeh   

WRITE A CHECK 
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WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT WHAT’S 

HAPPENING AT MMS? 

CHECK OUT THE MMS SCHOOL CALEN-

DAR ON THE MMS HOME PAGE, ACCESSED 

THROUGH THE SBISD WEBSITE. 

U.S. Department  of   Education   Announces   New   Parent   Resource   Website 
  

www.parentcenternetwork.org is a collaborative effort of the National and six 
Regional Parent Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs) and all their 106 Parent 
Centers. This new portal allows parents and professionals to easily link to a na-
tional network of Parent Centers and a wide range of resources.  Parent Centers 
provide training, information and assistance to families of children with all dis-
abilities, ages birth to 26 years, and the professionals who work with them.  The 
website also features links to research-based information, announcements about 
upcoming events, and a search function that will search all 106 Parent Centers, 
and the National and Regional PTACs. 

Texas is in Region 3 which includes 8 states and 2 territories. 
  
Region 3 Contact Information 
Partners Resource Network 

1090 Longfellow Drive, Suite B 
Beaumont, TX 77706 
Phone: 409-898-4684              

Toll Free: 1-800-866-4726 Fax: 409-898-4869 

Email: partnersresource@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=byqmoobab&et=1103772135165&s=48108&e=0013VStbzMCxL6takJeiz90yHlNvBMLI6I5lon4CRBW_TxBNFyzs6rbL5ulY18IbSs3Rfatocgjn0ffPmty3_SFXYmqkV95yf2_uzUSByC8DKU1tHMBSzmC0MDs5RBExr4a
mailto:partnersresource@sbcglobal.net


PAGE 10 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH     9AM-4PM 

BENDWOOD ELEMENTARY  12750 KIMBERLEY  

(EAST EDGE OF TOWN & COUNTRY)  
 

SKEETERS•  
CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN•  

BERRI POP•  
AND MORE!  

JEWELRY • LINENS • BABY CLOTHES•  
PACKAGED GOURMET FOODS•  

AMERICAN GIRL DOLL CLOTHES •  
CHILDREN’S CLOTHES AND ACCESSORIES •  

VINTAGE & TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY DÉCOR•  
ARTWORK • PERSONALIZED ITEMS • STELLA & DOT•  

EDUCATIONAL BOOKS & TOYS •  
ROUNDTOP COLLECTION • SKIN CARE PRODUCTS •  

BEADED CROSSES & BELTS•AND MORE! 

SPRINGWOODS HS CHOIR •  

SPRING OAKS MS CHOIR •  
ST. THOMAS HS BAGPIPERS • FOLKLORICO DANCERS•  
SPRINGWOODS DRUMLINE • ELEMENTARY FIDDLERS•  

ST. THOMAS HS HIGHLAND DANCERS•  
MHS BATTLE OF THE BANDS PARTICIPANTS•  

MHS THEATRE TROUPE  

PINOT’S PALLETTE ART CORNER•  
MOONWALK•FACE PAINTING•  

OBSTACLE COURSES•  
CARNIVAL GAMES  

DOUG AND PAM GOODSON   KIM PERDOMO, Martha Turner Properties  

WESTSIDE LEXUS     J. CARTER BREED, RE/MAX Memorial Town & Country  

FED EX/ KINKOS  
 

All proceeds benefit the Bendwood  Elementary PTA 
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   Saturday, May 21, 2011       8:00 ð 11:00 p.m.  

 
All 8th Graders are invited to attend the 8th Grade Party for free!  
But we can only do this with your support of our Party Fundraisers!  
Two Fundraisers, plus our ongoing Donut/Kolache Sale, are on the 
calendar in November. Check it out! 

 

Car/Dog Wash is Saturday, November 6th ! 
Come to the MMS Bus Circle anytime between 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 6th!  8th graders will be washing dogs and scrubbing cars to raise money for their 8th 

Grade Party.  Tickets are $5.00 and can be purchased early from any 8th grader. Or, drive up 
the day of the event and buy your ticket there. 

 

A special thanks to Anne LaBaume and Kelly Taff for all their hard work in organizing 
this fun fundraising event! 
 

Party Underwriting Campaign begins Monday, November 8th ! 

Attention all 8th grade parents!  Look for your orange envelope in the mail beginning the 
week of November 8th!  This envelope contains our 8th grade party underwriting letter.  

Please support our underwriting campaign!  The majority of the funds for the party are 
raised from this campaign, and every contribution is important.  Remember, the party is free 
for nearly 400 students and we can‘t do it without your help! All donors will be acknowl-

edged in future issues of The Messenger. Thank you in advance for your support!
 

 

And don’t forget!  First Friday of Every Month is our Donut/

Kolache Sale ! 

This month, Donuts and Kolaches will be on sale in the courtyard before school on Friday, 

November 5th!   

 
For more information about the 8th Grade Party, check out the MMS PTA Website.  We will 

continue to update this site with information throughout the year. 
 

 

8 th  Grade Party Chairs  

Denise Bender (benderdr@comcast.net) 

Kristin Chenoweth (kristinchenoweth@comcast.net) 

LaSondra Frenza (jfrenza@sbcglobal.net) 

Martha Johnson (marthaj16@yahoo.com) 

    8th Grade Party 

mailto:benderdr@comcast.net
mailto:kristinchenoweth@comcast.net
mailto:jfrenza@sbcglobal.net
mailto:marthaj16@yahoo.com


Carlie Sorrells 

Melvin Prescott 

Ty Brunner 
John "Jack" Munger 

 Sabina Mehdi 

Matthew Marion 

Dae Yoon 
 Erin Clanton 

Robert Torres 

Anneysa Gaille 

Justin Dang 
Sunny Kim 

Rebecca  Grekin 

Miranda Ruzinsky 

Devin Stratton 
Josh Hammons 

Nicholas   Gonzales 

Polina  Golikova 

Miller Kress 
Ohman, Katie 

James (Trey) McCausey 

Newsha Nikad 

Maddy Silberman 
Daniel Peck 

kyle Mosby 

catherine Coolidge 

Newsha Nikzad 
Erin Williams 

Sam Sobell 

Grace Whitmore 

Ovidio Pinto 
Alex (Alexandra) Pierce 

Ashleigh Garrett 

Carson Lyda 

Amanda Acton 
Meg Zschappel 

Carlos Fidalgo 

Christina Sharafi 

Campbell Clarkson 
Andrea Olivera 
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STAR 

AWARDS 

First  

9 Weeks 

 



The Holiday Season is Here! 

The Memorial Middle School Orches-
tras will perform their annual Winter 

Concert at the MMS GYM at 7:00 
p.m. on December 2 is free!! 

Region 27 Orchestra 
  

On Saturday October 16th MMS or-
chestra students competed to par-

ticipate in the Region 27 orchestra. 
Memorial received 28 of the 80 
spots available and the following 

students will represent MMS in our 
region. 

  

In the cello section: Anna Cho, Kevin 
Han, Tiffany Hu, Michael Kim, Irene 
Oh, Betty Yoo, Shannon Park 

  

In the viola section: Rachel Lee In 
the bass section: Erin Clanton 

  

In the violin section: Meredith Au-
cock, Shriya Bollampally, Catherine 

Cai, Zihan Chen, Angela Chin, Esther 
Cho, Rebecca Grekin, Sean Gu, 

Alicia Kim, Erica Kim, Sunny Kim, 
Yuna Kim, Serg Koryakin, Jessica 
Lee, Pamela Liou, David Mogilevsky, 

Edwin Park, Sarah Park, Noelle 
Simon and Jamie Song 

  

Congratulations to those  
students and all that  

auditioned!! 

Community 

Service 
All Orchestra students are taking part 

in donating wrapping paper supplies 
for the children at the Good Neighbor 
Clinic.  Just bring them to the orches-

tra hall before December 2 and we 
will make sure they receive them.   
Your gift will make the holidays more 

fun for these less fortunate children 
in our community 

Dates to  

Remember 
All Students 

Winter Concert 
December 2nd  concert start 7 p.m., 

6:30 call 

  
Beginning Orchestra 

After School Rehearsal 
November 30th from 3:30-5 p.m. 
  

Region Members 

Sectional & Rechair 
November 8th at 6-9 p.m. 

Clinic 
November 19th at 6-9 p.m. 

Clinic & Concert 
November 20th 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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You can check out the orchestra events 
for the year at www.charmsoffice.com!! 

Parent Login: MemorialMSOrch 

Password: Student ID number 
  

Using Charms, you can: 

Sign up to volunteer. 

Look at Orchestra dates for the year. 
Email the teachers. 

Check fundraising totals. 

Print weekly practice charts, handouts 
and permission slips 

http://www.charmsoffice.com/


Congratulations 8th grade GOLD and 

PLATINUM teams on a great finish to a 
wonderful volleyball season! 

 

The GOLD team finished 1st in the  

October 14th and 16th Blue Division 

Tournament by defeating Spring Branch 
and Spring Forest in 3 consecutive wins! 

 

Way to go tournament champs!!! 
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8th Grade Volleyball 

Many, Many  Thanks to the following ladies for their 
help with the October Teacher Appreciation Lunch-

eon.  The Annual ―Boo Breakfast Bash‖ would not 
have been possible without the generous donation 

of your time to decorate the lunch room, make cas-
seroles, bake muffins or serve lunch to our teachers.  
The teachers really appreciate you making them feel 

special during these lunch events.   This month our 
teachers enjoyed breakfast casseroles,  cheese grits, 

sausage balls, fruit skewers and homemade cup-
cakes and muffins. 

 

October Parent Hostesses:    Lisa Rapier, LaSondra 

Frenza, Kimberly Hillman, Carrie Goolsby, Diane Rominger, 
Amy Eggert, Kandace Shyer, Gina Brooks, Misty Ellis, Deb 
Kopp, Jenny Rice,  Mary Jo Flynn, Robin Owen, Tracy Dupre, 
Kim Wood, Terrie Guerra, Karen Peck, Jeannine Dugan, 
Kathy Goss, Leslie Mathias, Tammy Rogers, Karen Smith, 
Laura Cannaday, Claudine Wright, Lauren Hastings, Tracie 
Pierce, Janna Altmann, Lesli Pendergraft, Kelly Taff, Martha 
Johnson. 
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Memorial Middle School  

Holiday Home Tour 
This is an excellent fundraiser for MMS PTA! Spend the day touring beautifully 

decorated homes in our middle school.  You will get great decorating ideas, while 
supporting our area middle school.   Buy your tickets today!   Even if you are un-

certain of your plans for that day, please consider purchasing a ticket to support 

MMS. A list of ticket purchasers will be listed on the reservation sheet, serving as 

your “ticket” for the home tour.   There will be no printed tickets or invitations 

for the tour in order to save on expenses.  You may begin your tour at any of the 

homes on the tour.  Maps will be provided at all the homes. 

 

Many Thanks to our FABULOUS Homeowners: 

 
The Rathgeb Home-13610 Perthshire Rd. 

The Slaughter-Zvara house – 13134 Indian Creek Rd. 
The Tietz Home- 12107 Cobblestone Dr. 
The Townsend Home – 455 Hollow Dr. 

The White Home – 11831 Longleaf 
 

 

WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS EVENT 
If you would like to help, please contact Melissa Sands. 

 

Any questions, please call:  Terri Stroube(713)463-9512   Melissa Sands (713)647-9199 

                               Robin Tucker (713)647-0039  Lisa Henkel (713)461-0590    
 

 

 
 

$15.00 ADVANCE RESERVATION $20.00 ADMISSION AT THE DOOR 

For Reservations, please complete and return with your check payable to MMS PTA: 
 

NAME: _________________ PHONE: _________________ 
 

NUMBER OF HOME TOUR TICKETS: __________ X $15.00   TOTAL: ________ 
 

Please Send to:  Memorial Middle School-Holiday Home Tour 

12550 Vindon Lane  Houston, TX  77024 

Houston, Texas  77024 



 

Donut and Kolache Sale  

benefitting 8th Grade Party 

 

November 5th   $1   

In the Courtyard 
  
Eighth grade parents, we still need donations for December through 
April. Sign up to bring either 2 dozen Shipley‘s donuts or 1 dozen kola-
ches to school between 7:30am to 8:00am.  OR, send a check to Mary 
Jo Ohman or Becky Andress and we‘ll do the donut run for you!    
Please contact Mary Jo at mjohman@msn.com or Becky Andress at oil-
man7@flash.net.  YUM YUM! 

Order your plants for glorious 

fall to spring color! 

All proceeds go to Memorial's   

Sophomore Class of 2013                           
 

Deadline November 2 ....Order form at  

http://cms.springbranchisd.com/mhs/Students/

ClassNews/2013/tabid/13440/Default.aspx  
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PAGE 17 Parenting in the Digital Age 
By Cammie Moise (MMS Parent), CyberSafeFamily.com 

 
Our kids are growing up in the ―digital age‖ and being online is part of their everyday life. If your kids are 
not armed with internet safety knowledge they are at risk to the online dangers. Please click on the link to 
watch the video, The Importance of Protecting Kids. Let‘s look at some of the statistics from the video. 
ñ90% of middle school kids say their feelings were hurt onlineò but only 15% told their par-
ents. Why do you think kids don‘t tell their parents? Parents will overreact Take away the computer 
 
Parents typically overreact and want to take care of the problem. Our kids may just need to vent. We may 
take a comment that hurts our kid‘s feelings and it could be a reaction that will work itself out the next day. 
We tend to think of every hurtful comment as an attack or cyberbullying. Kids are also afraid parents will 

react by taking away computers, cell phones, ban them from certain friends, etc. They are afraid parents will make it worse by confronting the 
bully, or taking it to school. Parents need to listen, and then ask, ―What do you want to do about it?‖ Listen to their answer; they may just 
want to talk. It could be more serious. If so, ask ―How can I help?‖ ―What can we do?‖ Let them know you can work it out together. 
20% of teens have sent/posted or received nude pictures or videos. 
Why are teens ―sexting‖? 

 peer pressure – boyfriend is pressuring them 

 think it will get a guy to like you 

 think it is ―normal 

 everybody does it‖ 

 read and hear about it in the news 

 nudity isn‘t a big deal 
 

Unfortunately, it is considered ―normal‖ viewing for most teens. We need to make sure our kids understand that it may be considered normal 
to some but that doesn‘t make it right. If this is true, and it isn‘t a big deal, why are kids now facing criminal charges of distributing child por-
nography? Why do people get upset when it is made public and passed around if ―it isn‘t a big deal‖? It is wrong and there are consequences, 
and some of those consequences relate to school and the law. 1 in 5 online teens have received a sexual solicitation. 
 
When kids are on social network site, they often get approached by people they don‘t know. Unfortunately, these people will make inappropri-
ate remarks and requests. They may mention a picture on their profile or ask them to send a ―sexy‖ picture. 
 
Have you told your kids they should expect this to happen? Do your kids know how to handle this? Talk to your kids about this. Let them know 
that unfortunately, this happens and let them know how to handle it. They should not respond and tell their parents or another adult so appro-
priate action can be taken. 
Only 1/3 of households are actively protecting their children online. Why? 
Reasons parents are not actively protecting their kids online include… 

 don‘t know which filtering or monitoring program to use 

 filtering program is too restrictive and/or too hard to use 

 parents lack of understanding online risks 

 parents are uncomfortable with technology 

 kids are more computer savvy than their parents 

 expect kids to know how to handle the risks 
 

Parenting responsibilities have changed and in order for us to keep our families safe online, we need to become educated on internet safety. 
Become a Cyber Safe Parent and stay up to date on the latest technology and trends that affect our kids. Are you looking for a Filtering and 
Monitoring Program? Norton Online Family is a free filtering and monitoring program you can download onto your computer. If you are 
looking for a great Internet SafetyProgram for you or your kids, click on the link below to find out more information on the program my fam-
ily used. I-Net Safety Parent or I-Net Safety Student Want to get posts like these delivered straight to your email so you don‘t miss the 
latest articles?  Then sign up for Cyber Safe Family‘s free email subscription at www.CyberSafeFamily.com. 
 
Cammie Moise  
(MMS Parent) 
cammie@momsmaterial.com 

 
If you have questions or topics you would like me to address on CyberSafeFamily.com, please email me at cammie@cybersafefamily.com. 

http://www.cybersafefamily.com/
http://vimeo.com/4242358
https://onlinefamily.norton.com/familysafety/loginStart.fs
http://www.idevaffiliate.com/31432/idevaffiliate.php?id=118_2
http://www.idevaffiliate.com/31432/idevaffiliate.php?id=118_11
http://www.idevaffiliate.com/31432/idevaffiliate.php?id=118_12
http://www.CyberSafeFamily.com
mailto:cammie@momsmaterial.com
mailto:cammie@cybersafefamily.com
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Big Thanks for the Big Help! 
Thanks to the following for their tireless efforts: 

 

 
Robin Howell and Katherine Dawson for all of their efforts in overseeing 
the Reflections contest.  
 
Krisin Waring, Karen MacDougal and Vicki Fargerson for their work 
on Red Ribbon Week. 
 
Valerie Cassady, 1st Vice President of Programs, for doing such an incredi-
ble job lining up the speakers for our PTA meetings.  
 
Rhonda Hatcher and Dawn Burge, All School Party Chairs, and their 
grade level chairs (Sue Bach, Kim Zander, Allison Moak, Robie 
Wright, Rita Sulma and Lisa Jones) for putting together the first All 
School Party of the year.  
  
Heather Merrill for her efforts to make our campus a more beautiful place.  
 
Karen Lee and Janet Kaiser for all of their work on the 8th grade t-shirts.  
 
Becky Andress and Mary Jo Ohman for organizing the donuts and kola-

ches sale on the first Friday of each month.  

Karen Odegard and Diana Chenoweth for organizing the wonderful 
lunch for our October PTA meeting, and all of their helpers: Heather 
Rexrode, Suzanne Odum, Greta Landwermeyer, Julie Stratton, 
Missy Balleza, Ginger Lynch, Kimberly Hillman and Terrie Guerra.   


