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Principal’s Message Lisa Weir 

 
It has been quite a busy spring semester and Spring Break 
is just around the corner on March 14 – 18th. I know that 
everyone is looking forward to a little time off!!  Just a 
quick reminder that the 7th graders will be taking the TAKS 
Writing test on Tuesday, March 1st, but the majority of the 
testing season will begin in April.   
 
I don’t know if you have had the opportunity to take a look 
at the new MMS website, but if you haven’t, please click on 
the following link: http://mms.springbranchisd.com/ and 
browse around and give us feedback.  Chris Waits is our 
webmaster, as well as our students that are enrolled in the 
Intro to Webmastery class.  Mr. Waits can be reached at 
Christopher.Waits@springbranchisd.com if you have any 
comments or suggestions. We really make to make sure 
that our communication is clear and up to date. 
 
I want to thank you all for your contributions to the Write-A
-Check campaign!  We have been feverishly ordering from 
the teacher’s wish lists…it’s like Christmas in the spring!! 
We feel so fortunate to have the funds that you all provide 
for us, so that we make our programs, classes, and facili-
ties the absolute top-notch in the area. 
Have a restful and safe Spring Break! 
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As you all know, Spring Break is March 
14 through March 18.  Our PTA calen-
dar is very busy after the break.  Our 
March PTA meeting is Thursday, March 
24th at noon in the library.   There will 
be an 8th Grade Party meeting for all 
8th grade parents right before the PTA 
meeting.  The 7th grade Texian Day will 
be held on Friday, March 25th. The In-
ternational Club will be hosting their 
monthly lunch on Friday, April 1st.   
 
I hope everyone has a fantastic Spring 
Break.  I look forward to seeing you all 
at the March 24th PTA meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dee Dee Robinson 

 
 

A NOTE FROM  
OUR PTA PRESIDENT 

Can you believe that March is already 
here??  This school year seems to be  
flying by entirely too fast.  I feel like I 
just started my term as president and 
now it’s almost time to pass the ba-
ton.  At our March PTA meeting, the 
membership will approve the slate of 
officers for 2011-2012.  Congratula-
tions to the following ladies who have 
graciously agreed to serve on the PTA 
next year:  Misty Ellis (president), 
Laura Cannaday (1st Vice President 
Programs), Robin Howell (2nd Vice 
President Membership), Laura  
Bryant (3rd Vice President Directory), 
Rikke Graber (Secretary) and Pam Cal-
lahan (Treasurer).   I have no doubt 
that they are all going to do a fantas-
tic job next year.   
 
Thanks to all of you who attended our 
February PTA meeting.  Bob Steven-
son was our guest speaker.  Bob 
spoke about the various ways that you 
can pay for your child’s college tuition.  
I think everyone who attended walked 
away with some valuable information.  
Thank you to Terri Stroube and Deb-
bie Hance for organizing the delicious 
lunch for the meeting. It is always 
such a treat to be able to  
enjoy lunch while attending the PTA 
meeting.   
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Next PTA Meeting 
Thursday 

March 24th 
12 Noon  

MMS library 



Counselors’  Corner 
What’s ahead for 6th , 7th and 8th graders? 

 March 3rd and 4th: 7th graders will input their course selections for the 2011-
 2012 school year.   Input will be done through LA class. 
 March 4th:  8th grade skit and party theme announcement. 
 March 7th:  Make up day for course input 6th, 7th and 8th grade. 
 March 10th: “No Place for Hate Resolution of Respect” signing day. 
 March 11th:  End of the third nine weeks 
 March 14th-18th:  Spring Break! 
 March 23rd:  Course verifications will be mailed with report cards to 6th and 7th 
 graders. 
 March 24th: Spring Picture Day 
 April 1st: Facility Applications for Alternate PE are due to the Administration 
 Building/  Rebecca Fuchs’ office 
 April 4th & 5th:  8th grade MATH and READING TAKS 
 April 25th -29:  6th & 7th grade MATH and READING TAKS; 8th grade SCIENCE 
 and SOCIAL STUDIES TAKS 
 April 29th:  Deadline for submitting CBE Level 1 application; offered for 
 Spanish and French. 
 May 1st:  Student Alternate PE forms due to the front office/Vicki Kahanek. 
 May 3rd:  CBE for level 1 
 May 17th:  NJHS induction and 6th, 7th & 8th grade Awards Assembly 
 
*Alternate PE- Applications for category 1 and 2 alternate PE (off campus PE) are available in the 
front office.  The 2010-2011 Approved Facility List is also available in the front office.  Please remind 
your facility that they must re-apply for approval each year; those applications are due April 1st and 
must be sent from Rebecca Fuch’s office. 
 
*CBE- Credit by Exam Applications for Level 1 French and Spanish are available through your grade 
level counselor.  Level 2, 3 & 4 French and Spanish Credit by Exams will be administered by a third 
party at MMS after May 3rd.  Dates should be available in late April. 
 

Diana Peters  6th  Katy Smith  7th  Liz Rushing 8th 
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Notes from the Nurse 
6th grade students: Take note there are immunizations re-
quired to enter the 7th grade. These required immuniza-
tions include: TDaP, Meningitis, and 2 Varivax.  Please 

provide proof of immunization to the MMS clinic ASAP to 
ensure a smooth transition to 7th grade. 

  
Guidelines for when to keep your student at home. 
   1.  Fever of 100.4 or higher 

   2.  If child has had fever of 100.4 in the past 24 hours 
   3. Vomiting or Diarrhea 

   4.  Pink eye or Strep must have antibiotic for 24 hours 
before returning to school. 
      

Prevention,prevention,prevention 
         Help prevent illness this winter season.  Eat well- 
lots of healthy foods especially with vitamin C, D, and E.  

Sleep well- teen agers need 8-10 hours of nightly 
sleep.  Routine is the key to a child’s wellness.  Late nights, weekend sleepovers, retreats all take 

their toll on your child’s stamina. 
  
Dress well- Make sure your child has weather appropriate clothing.  Shorts and sandals are not 

the best in cold weather.  

Stay Healthy!   Becky-Lou Ruiz, R.N.  
 DONUT/KOLACHE SALE    Friday, March 4th 

 8TH GRADE PARTY SKIT    Friday, March 4th 

 INTERNATIONAL CLUB LUNCHEON  Friday, March 4th 

 MARCH TEACHER APPRECIATION LUNCH Tuesday, March 8th 

 END OF 9 WEEKS     Friday, March 11th 

 SPRING BREAK Monday, March 14th through Friday, March 18th 

 8TH GRADE PARENT PARTY MEETING  Thursday, March 24th,  

         prior to PTA Meeting 

 PTA MEETING       Thursday, March 24th 

 TEXIAN DAY      Friday, March 25th 
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MMS Crossing 
by Endangered Teachers 

 

 

I parked my car in the early light 

I was unaware I’d receive a fright. 

As I crossed the drive hoping for a good day, 

In a distracted driver’s path I lay. 

One hand on the wheel, an ear to the phone, 

She must have thought she was all alone. 

I caught my breath and leaped to the curb, 

I thought to myself this is just absurd. 

You’ve delivered you children to our care, 

It would be really nice if we were there. 

The teachers’ crossing is very well marked, 

It’s our only access from where we are parked. 

So please drive more carefully as you leave our driveway 

So your child’s teacher can be here each day. 
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8th Grade DVD Montage Order Form 
Your photos are being collected and now is the time to order your copy of the 8th 
grade class montage that will be played throughout the night of the big dance.  
The montage, set to fun music, will include not only individual photos of our 8th 

graders but 100s of shots of them from elementary school days, candid pics from 
MMS school activities such as band, orchestra, choir, theater, school dances, field 

trips, car wash, & sports teams. Finally, there are a bunch of current photos of 
just friends hanging out these past 3 years. 

 
Dvds will be delivered to students in their homerooms the week after the dance.  

Orders for this dvd montage are due in the office drop box by April 1st.  DVDs 
are $25 each. (Late orders will incur an additional $5 fee so order now so you 

don’t forget!)  Enjoy The Show,  
 

Betty Costantini of TiniProductions    713-647-8655 
 
 

8th Grade DVD Montage Order Form 
Name:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Homeroom Teacher ____________________   Phone # ________________ 
 
E-Mail contact ___________________________________________________ 
 
DVDS are $25 each.  CHECKS ONLY, please-  made out to TiniProductions.  No 
cash accepted as it can be lost in an office drop box too easily.  LATE ORDERS 
(received after April 1st) will be $30, no exceptions. 
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8th Grade Party News 
Saturday, May 21, 2011   8-11 PM 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, March 4th   Final Donut/Kolache Sale! 

 
Friday, March 4th   Skit!  The Party Theme is revealed during Activity.   

 

Friday, March 4th   Invitations will go home with every 8th Grade Student. 

 
Thursday, March 24th  8th Grade Party Parent Meeting 

     11:00 a.m.  (before the PTA Meeting) 

 

Saturday, May 21st  8TH GRADE PARTY!  
     8:00 – 11:00 p.m. MMS Cafeteria 
 

PARENT MEETING 
Do you have questions about the 8th Grade Party? Or do you still want an opportunity to 

get involved?  Please join us at our Parent Meeting on Thursday, March 24th, at 11:00 a.m.   
Look forward to seeing you there! 

 

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS 
We want to continue to thank our wonderful Volunteers! Thank you Michelle Zschappel!  Mi-
chelle has been busy writing all our thank you notes to those who generously donated to 
our underwriting campaign.  We appreciate you! 

 

Thank you to the following families who have generously supported the 8th Grade Party dur-
ing our Underwriting Campaign.  Donations received after February 20th, 2011, will be ac-

knowledged in a future issue of “The Messenger”.  We appreciate your contribution to this 
8th Grade end-of-the-year event! 

The Prescotts  Charles Pierce  The Ramos Family 
 

8th Grade Party Chairs 
Denise Bender (benderdr@comcast.net) 

Kristin Chenoweth (kristinchenoweth@comcast.net) 

LaSondra Frenza (jfrenza@sbcglobal.net) 
Martha Johnson (marthaj16@yahoo.com) 
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Attention 8th Grade Parents:  
WE STILL NEED GROUP/ACTIVITY PHOTOS FOR THE 8th GRADE 

PARTY MONTAGE DVD!  
 

You still have time to submit group and/or activity photos for our 8th grade class photo montage 
dvd to be shown in the movie room the night of the 8th Grade Party. We need all 8th graders to 

submit photos in order to make the montage a success.  
 

We are looking for:  
1) photos from elementary school days (Rummel Creek, Wilchester, Frostwood, & Bunker Hill)  
2) photos from all MMS events (6th through 8th grade years of THIS class of students) … choir, 

orchestra, band, theater, art, sports, student council, dances, office workers, teachers, Odyssey of 
the Mind, Book Buddies, ETC!!!  
3) group pics of current MMS 8th graders … all kids in the photo must be MMS 8th graders 

(ex. B-day parties, summer camps, church groups, trick or treating, just hanging out). The more 
kids in the photo, the more likely we’ll use it. (Please NO photos of people who are not current 8th 

graders.)  
If you can label the kids in the photo, it is helpful. We are trying to represent as many of your 
classmates in the montage as possible.  

 
Please submit your photos on cds or printed out. Photos/cds will NOT be returned. If you are 
scanning your photos onto cd, please be sure to use the following resolution so they will not be 

grainy on the big screen: 3x5, 4x6 & 5x7photos (300 d.p.i.), 8x10 photos (200 d.p.i.) Make sure 
you only scan the photo, not the entire scanner bed. If you need help, Walgreens, Ritz, and Wal-

mart, etc. can do this for you for a minimal fee and put them on a cd as well.  
 
PLEASE LABEL AND PLACE YOUR PHOTOS/CDS IN THE MMS OFFICE DROP BOX labeled 8th 

Grade Party Movie DVD. Due to the large number of photos submitted, cds and pictures will 
NOT be returned and we will not accepted photos via email. Do not give us your original precious 
photos! Please make copies.  

  
Order forms for these one-of-a-kind DVDs will be coming home with your 8th Grader soon!  And 

forms will also be available on the PTA website under the 8th Grade Party Link 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email Betty Costantini (Tini Productions, Inc.) at 

betty@tiniproductions.com or call 713-647-8655 You may also direct questions to Andria Fran-
cis at andriafrancis1@gmail.com or call 713-932-0510.  

 
Thanks for your participation!  
Betty & Andria  
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December Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 
The MMS faculty and staff enjoyed a festive holiday lunch on December 
7th. The meal included chicken alfredo, eggplant parmesan, spaghetti, 

baked ziti, salad and GIANT oversized pizzas that were the talk of the 
luncheon! The food was provided by Russo’s New York Pizzeria. The De-
cember luncheon was chaired by Deborah Goldman. 

 
Many thanks to all our parent volunteers:  Virginia Wilson, Marlene Stirl, 
Sue Harkins, Van Neyland, Lisa Glenn, Amy Criswell, Marion Bowytz, Amy 

Eggert, Katherine Dawson, Stephanie Peters, Lisa Williams, Kate Keimig, 
Lakeshia Citizen, Debbie Papageorge, Amy McWhorter, Kim Nguyen, Eliza-
beth Lovering, Lisa Linker, Kimberly Morris, Gina Abrams & Kim DeVaney 

 
It was a “Mexican Fiesta” at MMS for all the teachers and staff at our January 11th Teacher 

Appreciation Luncheon! We served Chacho’s Mexian Restaurant. It was fajitas and enchila-
das with all the fixings.  It was fabulous! 

 
The gracious chair for the month was Jenny Pallais along with a wonderful 

group of volunteers.  The door prizes were generously donated by The Vil-
lager. 

 

Thanks to all who participated! Carolyn Bronston, Ramona DiMarco, Kristen 
Smith, Allison Knostman, Shannon Holland, Leslie Hattig, Suzanne Odum, 
Pam Callahan, Julie Haralson, Patricia Winburne, Connie Funk, Susan Bopp, 

Jeanmarie Stevenson, Amy Eggert, Jennifer Barrett, Elizabeth Bruce, Kathe-
rine Murchison, Alice Hopkins, Laura Bryant, Susie Kneppler, Ellen Ledgard, 
Laura Moreton, Blaire Echols, Jennifer Cooksey, Becky Drexelius, Shelley Ad-

ams, Meredith Cooley, Leslie Knapp, Julie Garvin, Ann Stallings, Mary Moll, 
Jeanne Fleming, Pamela Kersey, Vicki Bullers, Emma Kirchhofer, Gina 
Abrams, Kimberly Morris, Kim DeVaney, Lisa Linker and Susan Tietz 

 

February Teacher Appreciation 

It was Mardi Gras at Memorial Middle School on February 8th! Teachers and staff were 
treated to an amazing selection of Cajun food! The volunteers cooked up some chicken & 
andouille gumbo, oyster artichoke soup, shrimp remoulade, grillades & grits, crawfish 

etoufee, butter beans, cornbread,  bread pudding with cognac sauce and king cake. 
 
The February luncheon was hosted by Charlotte Adams and Meredith Cooley 
along with generous volunteers Sarah Ridley, Lauren Hastings, Debbie 
Hance, Alison Hogan, Virginia Wilson, Kelly Hicks, Sue Bach, Kim Zander, 

Lori Troutman, Dawn Burge, Leslie Hattig, Patti Klasing, Lisa Jones, Cindy 
Brown, Jackie McDermott,  Laura Cannaday, Kimberly Hillman, Amy Eggert, 
Terri Tarwater, Cheryl Brady, Heather Rexrode, Paula Thomas, Carolyn 

Whitaker, Amy McWhorter,  Terri Stroube, Evelyn Snow 



 
 

Reflections 2010-11 Results 
“ Together We Can”  

  

Nine of the MMS Reflections entries advanced to the District-level competition in  

November.  We are proud to announce the District awards which will be presented in 
the spring.   The District Reflections winners from Memorial Middle School are: 

 

Visual Arts 
Award of Excellence – Kaveri Dixit (6)  

Award of Merit – Joe McMahon (8)  

Honorable Mention – Milan Azios (6) , Claire Hannigan (6), Sam Kersey (6),  

  Eve Low (6)   
 

Photography    Award of Excellence – Gianna Smith (7) 

 

Musical Composition   Award of Merit – Sergey Koryakin (8)  
    

 

Literature    Award of Excellence – Sabina Mehdi (8) 

 
The three entries that won the District Award of Excellence have been sent to Austin for the State 
competition.  The results of the State competition will be announced in March.   Congratulations to 

all of our talented students who participated in Reflections this year!    

 

 

On February 11th, MMS students had an awesome time celebrating at 
the "tropical snowstorm" All School Party. All grades enjoyed pizza, 
games, a DJ, desserts and sno-cones. Many thanks to Sue Bach and Kim 
Zander for doing the food and drinks, Allison Moak and Lisa Jones for 
their outstanding work coordinating the volunteers, Robie Wright 
for all our games and popular sno-cones, Rita Sulma for the DJ and 
photographer (always a hit), and Student Council for all their help. A 
special thanks to the parent volunteers (including Dads!) for making 
this a fun annual event.   

Thank you——Dawn Burge and Rhonda Hatcher 
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    2011 DC TRIP INFORMATION 

This letter is to inform you of some important updates about our upcoming trip to Washington D.C.  As it stands right now, there 
are 85 students who are officially signed up for the trip.  There are more students who have expressed a strong interest in going 
but have yet to sign up.  I still have a limited amount of slots available.  If your son/daughter has a desire to travel with us 
they can still sign up but need to do so soon!  Please contact me for details. 
 
On Monday February 14th, the school board met and approved the adding of an additional day (June 2nd) to the end of our school 
year to make up for our bad weather day February 4th.  Unfortunately, this is the scheduled day of departure for our DC trip and 
creates conflicts with all appointments and reservations already set.  Mrs. Weir and I are aware of this and the impossible task of 
rescheduling all appointments/reservations so we are working to create a solution that will allow us to continue to depart on our 
scheduled time.  That being said, our travel dates are still JUNE 2nd (Thursday) thru JUNE 5th (Sunday).   
 
We will plan to have our first parent meeting May 5th at 5:00 p.m.  In the meantime, you will begin to receive updates from 
School Tours of America regarding room-mate selection and other important details as well as information given to your child 
from me from meetings throughout the spring. 
 
I am looking forward to showing you son/daughter a wonderful experience as we visit our nation’s capital and Williamsburg/
Jamestown.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate in contacting me at 713-825-8539. 
 
Thanks,  Coach Thornton 
 

       INTERNATIONAL CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

This has been such a wonderful year for the MMS International Club, thanks to our gener-
ous hosts:  Dee Dee Robinson for the September Potluck, Amy Eggert for the Brazilian 

Luncheon, Terry Weeks for the Thanksgiving Potluck, Elizabeth Curry and Yoosun Sharma 
for the Holiday Coffee and Cookie Exchange, and Charlotte Adams for the Mardi Gras 
Luncheon.  These amazing ladies and, of course, our member volunteers who support us in 

various ways have made these events successful.  We can’t thank you enough! 

 
 

Now, we are looking forward to our last three Luncheons for the school 
year. Come and join us for:  the Argentinean Luncheon on March 4th , 
hosted by Karina Rossi (at 2 Carolane Trail); the Persian Luncheon on 

April 1st, hosted by Farzaneh Boroujerdi (at 12331 Pinerock Ln); and, the 
Indian Luncheon on April 28th, hosted by Malathi Bollampally (at 12506 

Kingsride Ln). We also look forward to having a great 2011-2012 year. 
This will not be possible unless we start planning now. So, if you wish to 
celebrate your heritage by hosting one of these events, please let us 

know.  We will assist you in making sure there are enough people to help. 
Get involved and share the joy of being a part of the multicultural com-
munity we live in.   If you have any questions and/or wish to be included 

in our e-mail list, please contact either Farzaneh Boroujerdi 
(franb714@hotmail.com) or Elizabeth Curry (elizabethcurry@me.com). 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE REFER TO  

MEMORIALMIDDLESCHOOLPTA.COM under  “Summer Camps” 
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CHOIR NOTES 
Congratulations to the MMS Advanced Girls Choir who performed for ap-

proximately 900 members of the Texas Music Educators Association at 
the state convention on Thursday, February 10 in San Antonio.  The girls 
sang gorgeously and were the “talk of the convention”.  The last SBISD 

secondary choir to achieve this honor sang in 1987.  The girls will per-
form a portion of their concert on Sunday, February 27 at 4:00 at St. 

Paul’s United Methodist Church as guest artists at the Bay Area Chorus 
concert. The choirs are in the midst of contest season and the students 
are working very hard to prepare for UIL Concert and Sight-Reading con-

test and the Katy Sixth grade Festival. 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR WITH THESE CONTEST DATES 

 

Pre-UIL at Spring Oaks MS; transportation by school bus 
Tuesday, March 8 from 4:00 – 8:00 

Non-Varsity (7th grade) Girls choir Tenor-Bass Choir 

 

UIL Concert and Sight-Reading; transportation by school bus; (eligibility is in effect): 
March 29 at Foundry Methodist Church 

Non-Varsity (7th grade) Girls choir; exact time TBA 

 

March 31 and April 1 at Foundry Methodist Church 
Advanced Girls Choir and Tenor-Bass Choir; exact dates and times TBA 

 

Sixth Grade Festival 

April 11 
Sixth grade choir members compete at the Katy 6th grade Festival and celebrate with a 

trip to the Katy Mills mall for fun and food! 

 

 
 

 

Spring Trips 

7th and 8th graders:  April 30 to Schlitterbahn, New Braunfels 

6th graders: May 7 to Splashtown, Spring 

Spring Fund Raising 

Our annual geranium sale is going on.  Orders are due March 3 and delivery will be March 10 in 
time for spring break.  We have BEAUTIFUL plants in BEAUTIFUL colors. 



2011 MMS BOYS HOOPS NEWS  
 

The 2010-11 basketball season has come to a close with the 6 

Eagle teams finishing with a combined record of 60-22, once 
again having the best overall record in the district.  The Eagles 
finished runner-up in all four invitational tournaments (7B orange, 

7A, 8B Orange, 8A) and placed 5 teams in the championship 
game of the district tournament, winning two (7B White and 8B 
Orange were champions while the 7B White, 7A, 8A were all run-

ner-up) Three teams finished with 12 wins on the season (8B or-
ange, 7B white, and 7B Orange).  The 7B Orange team claimed a 
regular season District title.  The 7B White, 8B Orange, and the 

7A teams all finished runner-up in district play while the 8A team 
finished runner-up in both the invitational and district tourna-
ments.  The Coaches are very proud of the effort and the season!  

EAGLE PRIDE NEVER DIES! 

Soaring eagles/acknowledgements 
Thank you to:  

 

Terri Stroube and Debbie Hance for providing such a delicious lunch at the Febru-
ary PTA meeting and to their helpers:  Lainie Cline, Chaille Winfield, Katherine 
Murchison, Lara Tate, Kay Kurisky and Dawn Burge. 

 

All of the families who donated books to the “Love Our Library” book sale.  

 
Claire Sharp for keeping us up to date on what’s going on in the legislature and let-

ting us know how we can be involved.  

 
Kathy Goss and Mary Ranger for organizing the 8th Grade Student/Faculty basket-

ball game.   

 
Susan Bourdon, Erin Nicholas and Valerie Cassady for spearheading the 8th 

grade Salsa Sales.  

 
Jenny Rice for the time and effort she puts forth each month to create such an awe-

some PTA newsletter.  
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