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I hope you have had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. I would like 

to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child back to 

Memorial Middle for another school year. For those who are new 

to our school community I would like to extend a special welcome 

and to let you know that it is my belief that the school and the 

community work together as partners in the education of your 

child.   Middle school can sometimes be a tough age for students, but it is our desire 

to help every student feel a connection to this school and this community. 

 

We are about to complete our construction project that began last year.  Our new 8th 

grade building is complete and will be ready for the first day of school. The existing 

building has also been under extensive upgrades this summer. We will have new chill-

ers, boilers, mechanical rooms, drainage system in the courtyard, water fountains, 

some re-modeled bathrooms, new acoustic ceiling tile in the band hall and seats and 

carpet in the auditorium. 

 

Back to School Night will be Tuesday, September 7th at 7:00, so please mark your cal-

endars. 

 

This summer our team has been busy hiring new staff members, and I am happy to in-

troduce the following people:  

 

Roslyn Sturm ð 6th grade Language Arts 

 Cheryl Northcutt ð Special Education 

 Jennifer Spisak ð 7th grade Language Arts 

 Carly Cannon ð Yearbook/Digital Photography 

 Christopher Waits ð Technology Applications 

 Kathi Cossey ð 7th Grade Language Arts 

 Megan Watson ð 8th grade Language Arts 

 Megan Toscano ð 8th grade Science 

  

I know that Memorial Middle will continue to lead the way in academic programs as 

well as many other extra-curricular areas. Together, I know that we can make this 

school year a rewarding and fulfilling experience.  Please feel free to contact me at the 

school anytime with any of your questions or concerns. 

  

Thank you for your continuous support of Memorial Middle School. 

Lisa Weir, Principal 

Popsicle Party for New -

to -District Students  

August  20 

 

First Day of School  

August 23rd 

 

PTA Meeting  

August 25 9AM cafeteria 

 

Newcomers Coffee  

September 2 

 

Holiday/Labor Day  

September 6 

 

Language Arts Book 

Fair  

Sept 7-Sept 10 

 

Back to School Night  

September 7 

 

Teacher /Staff  

Appreciation Lunch  

September 14 

 

PTA Meeting  

September 14 

 

8th Grade Peer Group  

September 22 

 

International Club 

Lunch  

September 24 

 

7th Grade Peer Group  

September 30 

I MPORTANT  

DATES  
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carnival, auction and we do not ask our students to sell any-

thing.  Instead, you can support our PTA in several simple 

ways.  You can help underwrite our directory by becoming a 

family sponsor.   Look for a sponsorship form in the first day 

packet that will come home with your student.  You can en-

able us to provide essential support for academics and other 

programs by supporting our annual òWrite-A-Checkó cam-

paign.  Information regarding this fundraiser will come out 

later this fall.   You can also support our PTA by attending the 

Holiday Home Tour on Friday, December 3rd.   

 

Follow our many lines of communication .  Our monthly 

newsletter is a tremendous source of information.  For this 

reason, we encourage to take the time each month to read the 

newsletter.  This August/September edition is the only the 

newsletter that will be mailed.  Subsequent editions will be 

posted on the MMS PTA website.  Weekly emails are sent out 

to notify you of the weekly events taking place at the school.  

There will be an email communication form in the òBig Formó 

packet (the first day packet).  Be sure to fill your email com-

munication form out and turn it in timely so that you can stay 

informed on whatõs going on at school.  Your emails will come 

from Darla Baerg (6th grade), Kathy Luck (7th grade) and Holly 

Brast (8th grade) ð many thanks to them for their time and ef-

fort in entering all of the email addresses.  In addition, the 

MMS PTA website is a wonderful source of information.  Also, 

check out the marquee as you drive by the school ð it will be 

updated regularly by Susan Bourdon and Holly Brast (thanks 

ladies!).  Finally, we are fortunate that MMS has a call-out sys-

tem by which the school will remind you of important informa-

tion and events by telephone.   

 

 Attend Back to School Night on Tuesday, September 

7th.  You wonõt want to miss this opportunity to follow your 

childõs schedule and meet their teachers.  Come at 6:45 for a 

chance to sign up for PTA volunteer opportunities.   

 

I look forward to a wonderful year and to seeing you at our 

first PTA meeting on Wednesday, August 25th.   

 

Dee Dee Robinson 
deedee-robinson@comcast.net 

 

It is time to kick off another school year and I have no doubt 

that it will be a great one at MMS.  I am truly amazed at the 

number of parents who have volunteered to serve this year 

on the MMS PTA.  I am looking forward to having the op-

portunity to work with each one of you during this school 

year.    

 

If you have not already done so, you may be asking yourself 

how you can get involved with the MMS PTA.  Well, itõs ac-

tually quite easy.  You cané.. 

 

Join the PTA .  A membership form will be in the òBig 

Formó packet that will come home with your student on the 

first day of school.  Please join right away.  Our goal is 100% 

participation by our faculty and families.  

 

 Become a volunteer.  Our PTA members are involved in 

countless ways at MMS.  The PTA supports our wonderful 

MMS staff with monthly appreciation luncheons.  We expose 

our students to the arts through the Reflections program, 

Run for the Arts and cultural arts programming.  We cele-

brate our students by supporting two All School Parties and 

a Student Appreciation Luncheon in the spring.  Our PTA 

members volunteer in the library, in the office, at Texian 

Day, with our Band, Choir and Theatre Arts Departments, 

and in numerous other ways.  Volunteers are always needed 

in all of these areas.  Our first PTA meeting will provide you 

with an opportunity to sign-up for a wide variety of volun-

teer opportunities and to hear from our committee chairs 

on activities planned for the year.  If you sign up to volun-

teer, remember to register as a volunteer with the district.  

You can register at www.springbranchisd.com. You must re-

register every year ð please do so before October 1st.  

 

 Attend PTA and Peer Group Meetings.  Our first PTA 

meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 25th at 9:00 am 

in the MMS cafeteria.  If you want to learn about whatõs 

planned for the year and sign up to volunteer, you wonõt 

want to miss this meeting.  Subsequent PTA meetings will 

take place in the MMS library usually at noon on the third 

Thursday of the month.  Mark these dates on your calendar:  

September 16, October 21, November 18, January 20, Feb-

ruary 17, March 24, April 21 and May 19.  Expect wonderful 

speakers and a delicious lunch provided by our hospitality 

committee. You will also want to attend our grade level 

òPeer Groupó meetings ð the dates are listed on our PTA 

calendar which you can find on our PTA website and details 

are in the monthly newsletters.  Peer Group meetings pro-

vide each grade level an opportunity to share and receive 

information and a chance to get to know other parents in 

the grade.  

 

Support the Directory, our Write -A-Check cam-

paign and the Holiday Home Tour.  It has been the goal 

at MMS to make fundraising simpleé.we do not have a    
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Back to School Night  

September 7th  
Plan to attend to hear remarks from Ms. Weir and 

other key individuals, to sign up for PTA committees, 
and to visit your childõs class and meet his/her teachers. 

Mark your calendars for September 7th.  
 

6:45 ð 7:00 PM PTA Committee Sign Ups  

7:00 ð 7:15 PM Meeting in Auditorium  
7:20 PM Parent visitation to classrooms begins.  

A New Student Assessment System  
 
The familiar Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) is disappear-

ing. The next generation of student assessments is called the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness or STAAR. It is pronounced the same as 
the word ñstar.ò State Commissioner of Education Robert Scott made the an-

nouncement about the statewide testing change earlier this year. The TAKS 
is the criterion-reference assessment program that students, families and 
educators have known since 2003. 

 
Testing Begins in the 2011 -12 School Year  

New testing will begin in the 2011 -2012 school year, and a new state rating 

system debuts in 2013. STAAR will include 12 end-of-course assessments mandated by Senate Bill 1031 in 
2007 and new grade 3-8 assessments that were mandated by House Bill 3 during the 2009 legislative ses-

sion. 
 

Students in the graduating Class of 2015, who are currently in seventh grade, will be the first students who 
must meet the end -of-course testing requirements, as well as pass their classes, in order to earn a high 

school diploma. 
 
A More Rigorous Measurement of Performance  

The new tests will be significantly more rigorous than previous tests and will measure a childôs performance, 
as well as academic growth, state officials report. By law, the grade 3 -8 STAAR tests in reading and mathe-
matics must be linked from grade to grade to performance expectations for the English III and Algebra II 

end-of-course assessments. 
During a recent speech, Commissioner Scott also said the last TAKS-based school accountability ratings will 

be issued in 2011. Ratings will be suspended in 2012 while a new accountability system is developed. 

WWW.MEMORIALMIDDLESCHOOLPTA.COM  
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6th  Grade Peer Meeting  
Thursday, October 7 th  12:00 noon  MMS Library  

 

Mark your calendars for all of the 6 th grade peer group meetings.  In 

addition to October 7 th, meetings will be held on January 13 th and April 
14th.  Meet other 6 th grade parents and hear from the 6 th grade coun-

selor and principal as well as other interesting speakers. 

 

Bring your lunch and weôll provide dessert! 
Chairs, Laurie Moody and Kim White 

7th Grade Peer Group Meeting  
Thursday, September 30, 12:00 noon MMS Library  

 
Mark your calendars for all the 7th grade peer group meetings. In addition 
to September 30, meetings will be held on January 27 and April 7. Meet 

other7th grade parents and hear from the 7th grade counselor and princi-
pal as well as other interesting speakers. Bring your lunch and weôll pro-
vide dessert!  

Chairs Anne Hatchman and Beth Kelly 

8th Grade Peer Group Meeting  
Wednesday, September 22 12:00 PM  MMS Library  

Mark your calendar now to attend our first 8 th Grade Peer Group meeting 
at noon in the Library on Wednesday, September 22nd.   We have a full 
yet informal agenda for our meeting including guest speakers Ms. Butler, 

8th grade Principal and  Mrs.Rushing, 8th grade Counselor. The 8th Grade 
Party will also be discussed.    Bring your lunch and weôll provide drinks 
and dessert. 

 Chairs Melanie Cizik and Jill Terrell 
 

WWW.MEMORIALMIDDLESCHOOLPTA.COM  

The website is a wonderful source of information - it has our PTA calendar, 
forms, past newsletters, important notices and many invaluable links.    

Check  it out!  



Hey New MMS Parents!!!  

If you are newé 

WE WANT YOU!!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newcomersõ Coffee 
Thursday Sept. 2 nd  

9:00 AM   

Memorial Middle School Library  

All parents new to MMS  

 
New to Houston? New to SBISD? 

Please come to the Newcomersô Coffee 

30 minutes early. 

8:30 AM ï New to district parents  
9:00 AM ï All new parents 
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" Volunteers polish up the rough 

spots in our communities."  

Jefferson Award Winner Alice Sandstrom  

 

In order to continue the spirit of volunteerism at 
MMS, please donôt forget to register with SBISD 

to be able to volunteer.  You also need to  
re-register if you volunteered last year.  Please 

register by Oct. 1st.   
 

Go to  

http://springbranchisd.com/partners/part_dev/
volunteers/volunteers.htm  

Donôt miss your chance to sign 

up for Teacher & Staff Apprecia-

tion Luncheons, hosted monthly 

throughout the school year.   
 

Sign-ups will be held: at the first PTA meeting ï 
Wednesday, August 25th Newcomers Coffee ï 
Thursday, Sept. 2nd and Back to School Night ï 

Tuesday, September 7th. You can cook or contrib-
ute money, and if you like, you may come and 
serve during your childôs lunch period.  Itôs a 

great way to show our wonderful teachers and 
faculty how much we value them!  Itôs also a fun 
way to meet new parents and mingle with fac-

ulty. 
 
If you have any ques-
tions or would like to 

sign up to help please 
email us.  Thanks so 

much for your help!  
 

Kim DeVaney  

devaney4@att.net 
Gina Abrams   

kttygrl1226@aol.com 
Alice Hopkins   

ajejhopkins@yahoo.com      
Lisa Linker    

lisalinker@comcast.net 
Kimberly Morris   

kculbert@aol.com  

Join the PTA.   A membership form 

will be in your ñBig Formò packet 

that will come home with your stu-

dents on the first day of school. 

Please join right away. Our goal is 

100% participation by our faculty 

and families.   
 

Stephanie Dickinson 

stephdickinson@comcast.net 

 

mailto:devaney4@att.net
mailto:kttygrl1226@aol.com
mailto:ajejhopkins@yahoo.com
mailto:lisalinker@comcast.net
mailto:kculbert@aol.com
http://www.txpta.org/
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All School Party  
Friday, October 15th  6:30 -8:30 PM  

Friday, February 11th 6:30 -8:30 PM  

  

All School Parties are fun-filled Friday evening events for all grade 

levels. Students attending will enjoy a  
variety of games and pizza. We will need parent volunteers to 

help chaperone, assist with games, and serve food and drinks.  
 

If you would like to help at a party, sign up sheets will be at the 
first PTA meeting and the Newcomer s  

Coffee. If you are unable to attend either of these meetings and 
want to add your name to our volunteer list, please contact:  

  

Rhonda Hatcher xbarh@aol.com or  
Dawn Burge  dawnburge@comcast.net 

7th Grade Principal Message  
 ñWelcomeò to our new students and ñWelcome backò to our returning students.  It is going to be a great 

year! The summer has been incredibly busy preparing the campus for the 2010/11 school year.  At times it 
has looked a bit like a disaster zone, but everything is coming along great and will be ready. This year, 

many of you will compete for Memorial Middle School in UIL events in athletics as well as the fine arts.  We 
look forward to watching you participate and compete.  

This year there will be a new way to access student grades.  The program is called Parent Access.  We will 
share more about this program with you as it is rolled out over the next several weeks.  

If you have any questions, please get in touch with either of us.  We look forward to working with you dur-

ing this next school year.  Enjoy the rest of your summer.  

Counselorôs Corner 
     Welcome to Memorial Middle School!  We trust you had a restful and enjoyable summer.  Your teachers, admin-

istrators and staff members worked hard over the summer preparing for this new school year.  With everyone work-
ing together this will be the best year ever!  
    Please give our new eighth grade counselor, Mrs. Liz Rushing, a warm welcome.  She comes to MMS from Strat-

ford High School and we are so excited she is here! 
 Students:  You will receive a postcard in the mail a few days before school starts. The postcard will let you 
know what classroom to report to on the first day of school.  Sixth graders will have ñEagle Campò the first two days 

of school.  During this time, we will familiarize you with many aspects of the school including: walking your schedule, 
touring the campus, receiving textbooks and lockers, working with your lock and much more. Seventh and Eighth 
graders will have ñEagle Campò the first day of school; you will receive textbooks and your schedules along with a 
review of classroom expectations and guidelines.   

Parents:  There are many ways to become involved in your studentôs middle school experience and success.  Join the 

PTA, come to ñBack to School Nightò, attend Peer Group meetings, and stay in contact with your childôs teachers via 

email and parent access.  We are looking forward to meeting you and working with you during your childôs year.  

See you soon. 

Diana Patterson Peters  Katy Smith Liz Rushing 

      6th grade                              7th grade             8th grade 

mailto:xbarh@aol.com
mailto:dawnburge@comcast.net
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Dear Parents: 

 
Once again, Memorial Middle School is participating in the Smart Pay sales manage-

ment program offered through Taylor Publishing for our yearbook. No yearbook orders 
will be taken at school. Smart Pay handles the order taking and the processing so your 

yearbook staff can produce an excellent yearbook. 
 

A letter to place an order with a personal customer number will be mailed to each 
home in September. Please be looking for it. If you prefer, you may go to www.smart -

pay.com and place your order without waiting to receive the order letter. If you choose 
to do this, select ñI donôt have a customer numberò when you log in and follow the 

steps from there. 
 

Payment can be made by check, money order or credit card. 

 
Payment may be made through the internet at www.smart -pay.com, mailed in using 

the form at the  

bottom of the letter you will receive, or phoned in to the Smart Pay ordering line (1 -
800-853-1337). 

 
Payment may be tracked and receipts are available for check or money orders. Web or-

ders (payments through the web site) will automatically receive a receipt via e -mail. 

 
All orders must be received and processed by Smart Pay NO LATER THAN January 10, 

2011. No orders will be taken after this date and only a few copies will be made avail-
able to purchase at an increased price after yearbooks are distributed in May, so please 
order your copy on or before January 10th.  

 

The Memorial yearbook staff is committed to producing a fantastic yearbook that pre-
serves the memories of this school year.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

Memorial Middle School yearbook advisor. 
 

 

Thank you for your support,  

 
Memorial Middle School Yearbook Advisor 
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A New Way for Parents to Track Student Success  

Family Access: Online Student Records System Updated  
 

Formerly known as the Parent Portal, this password-protected site 

provides both parents and students with access to course grades, 
homework and attendance, among other data. Get the information 

that you need and want to know when you want or need to know 
it. The Family Access portal is available through school web sites 
after Aug. 23. If you are new to the district or an incoming 6th 

grade parent,  there are going to be several opportunities for you 
to gain access to your ID and password during the next month. 
Stop by the front office either before or after these events and ask 

for your ID and password.  

1. Make sure to bring proof of all required immunizations 
ASAP.  Your child will not be able to class if they have missing 

immunizations.  The Nurse will be back to school the week of 
August 9th. 

2. All medications (that are current & age appropriate) will 
need to be returned with new permission form (signed after 
June 1, 2010).  Forms are located outside of the clinic and on 

the SBISD website. 
3. Sports Physicals are to be turned into the athletic depart-

ment.  Extra forms are available outside the clinic. 
4. This yearôs clinic theme is ñGot Milk;ô bring your self portrait 

with a milk mustache to the clinic to add to the display.  

NOTES FROM THE NURSE  

FIRST FRIDAY BREAKFAST IS BACK  
The MMS 8th Grade Class will sell DONUTS AND KOLACHES in the courtyard before 

school on the first Friday of each month.  
 

Bring $1 and come hungry! 

First Friday Breakfast starts  

September 3rd!  



Library News  
 
  New Technology! 

Our Library will be unfolding a new area that will house all of our Mac products. Our former Library Lab is 
being renovated thanks to the generous support of Ann Tidwell!! Our very own Library ANGEL! We are ex-

cited for students to see our new space which will provide opportunities to learn & experiment will all 
things Mac: iTouch, iPad, iMac, Macbooks, & even a Wii! 

 

  Visiting the Library:   
Students visit the Library through a fixed schedule with their Language Arts classes. Other content area 

classes also visit us on an as needed basis. Individual students may visit the Library before or after school 
& also during their Activity period.  

*We are open from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM every day, closed Tuesday mornings for Faculty meetings. 

   Library Resources:  Please visit the Libraryôs web site which is linked from the MMS home page: (http://

mms.springbranchisd.com/). Our web page provides links to our online card catalog & the SBISD Library 
Resources Page along with other important information such as reading lists/recommendations, & Library 
events. 

The SBISD Library Resources Page provides access to digital resources available to all SBISD patrons. 
Home access to these databases will be provided to students upon their first Library orientation visit with 

their LA class. 

 
    Book Fair:  We are excited about our upcom-

ing Language Arts Book Fair where students will 
be able to select some of their LA required read-
ing or something just for fun. This Book Fair will 

take place September 7-10 and will be open late 
during Back to School Night.   

 
Volunteer opportunities 

Have you ever wanted to work in a Library? Well, 
we are always looking for volunteers to help us 

shelve books, process books, bake cookies for 
book club meetings & all sorts of other activities.  

If you are interested, there will be sign up sheets 
at the PTA Newcomerôs Coffee or just contact me 

anytime. 
 

  

Library Staff: 
Karen Rodgers, Library Media Specialist 
karen.rodgers@springbranchisd.com 

 
Shanda Fraser, Library Media Assistant 

Robbie DeHay, Library Assistant (part-time) 
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Donôt Miss Out -  

Stay In Touch With Email!  
Memorial Middle School PTA sees parent communication as a 

top priority. In order to achieve this in both an economical and 

timely manner, we rely primarily on the e-mail system. By sign-

ing up for E-MAIL COMMUNICATION on the BIG FORM that 

will come home with your student, you will receive e-mail noti-

fication when the monthly newsletter has been posted on the 

PTA website. Additionally, weekly MMS news blasts, messages 

from the Principal and grade specific announcements are among 

the items you will receive. So, please complete the E-MAIL 

COMMUNICATION  portion of the BIG FORM to stay in-

formed. Please remember to write legibly to ensure your e-

mail address is entered correctly.  

 
If you choose not to receive access to the newsletter via e-mail, then you may pick up a copy of the 

newsletter in the main office at MMS, or you may view the newsletters on line.  Please note: the Au-

gust edition of the Messenger will be the only edition mailed to MMS families.   

 

Please call or e-mail if you have any questions:  

Darla Baerg  713-464-1989  baerg1999@aol.com  (6th grade) 

Kathy Luck  713-647-0333  okluck@yahoo.com (7th grade) 

Holly Brast  713-467-6054  hollybrast@comcast.net (8th grade) 
**please add these e-mail addresses to your address book to ensure delivery of our messages** 
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Memorial Middle School PTA Board 2010 -2011  
Valerie Cassady (programs), Claudine Wright (treasurer) , Dee Dee Robinson (president) , Stephanie Dick-

inson (membership),  LeeAnna Lackey (recording secretary) , Karen Peck (parliamentarian), 

Pam Reynolds (directory) 

mailto:baerg1999@aol.com
mailto:okluck@yahoo.com
mailto:hollybrast@comcast.net

