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I hope you all of you had an enjoyable Winter Break.  The second semester has 

gotten off to a great start, and our students and teachers have come back  
refreshed and ready to tackle a new semester. We have just begun our prepara-

tions to get ready for course selections for the 2010-11 school year!  Over the 

course of the next month or so, our counselors will begin meeting with students 

and parents to get everyone acquainted with the Program of Studies guide and 
the classes that MMS will be offering next year.  New courses for MMS next 

year will be Webmaster, Robotics, Digital Photography, and French.  We are 

very excited about these courses for our students and the opportunity for stu-
dents to register for their courses online this semester.  There will be much for 

information to come. 

 
The construction project is well underway and on schedule!  The new addition 

will consist of 12 classrooms and 4 science labs. It is our vision to have it be an 
8th grade wing consisting of lockers, activity classrooms, core classes, and a few 

8th grade elective classes. Along with the new addition, our current building is 

getting some system upgrades.  The contractors have just completed paint on 

the exterior of the building as well as carpeted 21 classrooms over the winter 
break.  They are in the process now of changing out every light in the building.  

The majority of the work happens after hours in the evening to ensure the least 

amount of disruptions during the school day.  If you have any questions about 

the construction, please feel free to contact me anytime. 

 
Please continue to check your studentõs grades on parent portal for the most up 

to date averages.  If you are having problems with parent portal or grades that 

are not posted in a timely manner, please contact the appropriate grade level 

principal and we will take care of that. 

 
Thanks again for the generous support of the PTA 

through the Write-A-Check campaign. We are so 

thankful for the support and encouragement that our 

community, parents and volunteers give us.  Please 

let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
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Award recipients.  Our MMS PTA recipients from 
2009 are     Alison Butler, Kristin Chenoweth, Vicki 
Kahanek,   Jessica Nella, Kim Rottino, Mary Jane 
Snow, and Kelly Taff.  These individuals have all 
made tremendous contributions to MMS and we 
are very pleased that they will be recognized at 
the dinner. 

 
I would also like to thank our MMS parents 

and PTA members who take active leadership roles 
in our PTA Council:  Misty Ellis (President), Mary 
Kemick and Kay Kurisky (Founders Day), Becky 
Funderburk (Sister School Committee), Pam Rey-
nolds (Awards), and Warren Matthews 
(Scholarship Selection). In addition, former MMS 
PTA members Kathy Wiggins and Lisa Lundquist 
are the Council SBEF Representative and Parlia-
mentarian, respectively.  The generous volunteer 
efforts of these current and past MMS parents sup-
port children and youth across our District.  It 
speaks very highly of our MMS community that we 
have such active involvement in our PTA Council 
leadership. 

 
Finally, as you probably knew, Founders 

Day is celebrated each year not only by our Coun-
cil but also by PTAs across the country.   It honors 
PTA founders Phoebe Apperson Hearst and Alice 
McLellan Birney, and the founder of Georgiaôs Con-
gress of Colored Parents and Teachers, Selena 
Sloan Butler.  Building upon the groundwork laid 
by these women, PTA today is the largest volun-
teer child advocacy organization in the country and 
continues its efforts to improve the lives and fu-
tures of all children.  

 
I hope to see you at our February 18 th PTA 

meeting, where the slate of officers for 2010 -2011 
will be introduced.  

 

Karen Peck, MMS PTA President 
kbpeck@att.net  

A NOTE FROM  
OUR PTA PRESIDENT 

 
Thanks to the many parents who attended 

our January PTA meeting.  It was nice to see    
everyone after the winter break, and we enjoyed 
a very interesting and edu-
cational presentation from 
Amy Middleman, M.D., who 
specializes in adolescent 
medicine.  Dr. Middleman 
discussed eating disorders 
and provided suggestions 
for encouraging healthy 
eating and handling family 
conflicts over eating. 

 

In addition, at the January meeting we 
congratulated our School Bell Award nominee, 
Karen Rodgers.  As the dedicated librarian of our 
school, Ms. Rodgers has embraced new tech-
nologies and, as an MMS administrator put it, en-

sures that ñall students 
feel valued in a very car-
ing and supportive envi-
ronment.ò  Members of 
the MMS faculty and staff 
are quick to describe her 
ability to inspire and her 
ñcheerleadingò skills in 
motivating students, as 
well as her wonderful pa-
tience in all things and her 
willingness to serve oth-

ers, including her organization of book clubs for 
all grade levels. 

 

Ms. Rodgers and School Bell Award nomi-
nees from other schools will be recognized at the 
upcoming PTA Founders Day dinner, to be held 
on Feb. 2nd at Northbrook High School.  At that 
dinner the District winner of the School Bell 
award will be announced.  Also to be honored at 
the dinner are all 2009 PTA Lifetime Membership 

PAGE  2 T HE  MESSENGER  

mailto:kbpeck@att.net

