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May 22, 2009
Dear Members of the Spring Branch ISD Community:
Over the past year, the State of Texas has been working to redesign its public school accountability
system. The accountability system determines how we test students and rate schools.
The Texas Legislature is down to its final days and its final drafts of a new system. There are many
positive aspects of the new system; however, while | am a strong supporter of accountability, | need to
share with you one proposed change that will increase the number of high stakes tests our students will
be required to take.
Lawmakers have consistently heard from parents and community members that schools spend too much
time preparing for and giving State-required tests and that the State relies too heavily on one test (TAKS)
to determine a school’s and a district’s rating. In response, last session, the Legislature passed a law
eliminating the TAKS test in high school and replacing it with End-of-Course (EOC) exams.
Current Law
Currently, high school students take two TAKS tests in 9th grade and four TAKS tests in 10th and 11th
grades for a total of 10 tests. Also under current law, in addition to meeting all of the District’s passing
standards, high school students must pass the 11th grade TAKS tests to qualify for graduation. Under the
bill passed last session, students will take a total of 12 EOC exams that count 15% towards their course
grade.
Proposed Law
The Senate version of the hill currently being considered in Austin would greatly expand the number of
State-mandated tests needed to graduate. The proposed change would double the number of tests
students are required to pass to graduate (8 exams compared to the current 4). Furthermore, since the
tests will be in the form of End-of-Course exams, some students would have to pass tests beginning as
early as 7th grade to qualify for high school graduation.
By contrast, the House of Representatives version only requires passage of the 11th grade EOC exams
in order for a student to graduate. In doing so, the House version maintains local control over graduation
requirements while continuing to provide accountability at the State level.
If you would like to have an impact on this legislation, you should contact the members of the Conference
Committee and express your thoughts on the matter. | have attached a list of the names with contact
information. The Conference Committee members will start work on the final version of the bill today, and
will conclude their efforts within the coming week.
Thank you,
Duncan F. Klussmann, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
David Converse, Ph.D. Mary Grace Landrum Wayne F. Schaper Sr. Mike Falick Susan Kellner Theresa Kosmoski Susan Mathews
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Duncan F. Klussmann, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

School Accountability Conference Committee

The Honorable Steve Ogden

Texas Senate

Room GE.4

P.O. Box 12068 — Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711 steve.ogden@senate.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0105 Fax (512) 463-5713

District: 3740 Copperfield Dr., Suite 103

Bryan, TX 77802

Ph (979) 776-0521

The Honorable Dan Patrick

Texas Senate

Room 3S.3

P.O. Box 12068 — Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711 dan.patrick@senate.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0107 Fax (512) 463-8810

District: 1451 Katy Fwy, Suite 209

Houston, TX 77079

Ph (713) 464-0282

The Honorable Florence Shapiro

Texas Senate

Room 1E.3

P.O. Box 12068 — Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711 florence.shapiro@senate.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0108 Fax (512) 463-7579

District: 5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494

Plano, TX 75024

Ph (972) 403-3404

The Honorable Leticia Van de Putte

Texas Senate

Room E1.704

P.O. Box 12068 — Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711 leticia.vandeputte @senate.state.
tx.us

Austin: Ph (512) 463-0126 Fax (512) 463-2114

District: 700 N. Saint Mary’s St., Suite 1725

San Antonio, TX 78205

Ph (210) 733-6604

The Honorable Tommy Williams

Texas Senate

Room GE.7

P.O. Box 12068 — Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711 tommy.williams@senate.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0104 Fax (512) 463-6373

District: P. O. Box 8069

The Woodlands, TX 77387

Ph (281) 364-9426

The Honorable Harold Dutton, Jr.

Texas House of Representatives

Room 3N.5

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768-2910 harold.dutton@house.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0510 Fax (512) 463-8333

District: 8799 N. Loop East, Suite 305

Houston, TX 77029

Ph (713) 692-9192

The Honorable Rob Eissler

Texas House of Representatives

Room E1.414

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768-2910 rob.eissler@house.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0797 Fax (512) 463-0898

District: P.O. Box 9494

The Woodlands, TX 77387

Ph (281) 681-9655

The Honorable Scott Hochberg

Texas House of Representatives

Room 4N.8

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768-2910 scott.hochberg@house.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0492 Fax (512) 463-8976

District: 7011 Harwin, Suite 230

Houston, TX 77036

Ph (832) 252-7336

The Honorable Jim Keffer

Texas House of Representatives

Room E2.418

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768-2910 jim.keffer@house.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0656 Fax (512) 463-8805

District: P.O. Box 857

Eastland, TX 76448

Ph (800) 586-4515

The Honorable Mike Villarreal

Texas House of Representatives

Room E1.204

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768-2910 michael.villarreal@house.state.tx.us
Austin: Ph (512) 463-0532 Fax (512) 463-7675

District: 1114 S. St. Marys, Suite 110

San Antonio, TX 78210

Ph (210) 734-8937
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David Converse, Ph.D. Mary Grace Landrum Wayne F. Schaper Sr.

Mike Falick Susan Kellner Theresa Kosmoski Susan Mathews
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