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News from Our

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving break, and are geared up for
three more weeks this semester. | t 65
ished with our fall semester.

A recent article in ASCD Educational Leadership highlighted the merits of
teaching with interactive whiteboards (ACTIVclassroom), Dr. Robert Marzano,
a highly respected educational research specialist, is in the midst of a multi-
INERREST [S1S1 0= year study to determine the effectiveness of the Promethean ACTIVclassroom
as a tool to help improve student achievement. The first phase tool place in
President &s2 1 org %u:&h 8 and included 79 teachers from 50 schools across the countyd

Crystal Awards ere Spring Branch teachers. The results were astounding.

Calendar of Events
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thods.
8th Grade Party me . . . . 0 . o .
Announcements Students using voting devices achieved 26% point gain in student achieve-

Write A Check ment than those taught by the same teacher using traditional formative as-
sessment methods.

1 Students taught with the ACTIVclassroom technology achieved 17% points
higher on average than students taught by the same teacher using traditional

Home Tour

Band

Athletics

Thank You!
Directory Updates

» Thank you all for your support of the Write-A-Check campaign where we are
able to purchase additional accessories for the ACTIVclassrooms.

This year, the 8" grade class has chosen to support Make-A-Wish Foundation
has their 8" grade service project. To help support this cause, we are encour-
aging our students to write a letter to Santa to help make wishes come true.
For every |l etter written to Sant a,
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. We will provide the paper and envelopes for
the students, and we will be doing do this during
Activity period in December. People of all ages are
able to participate, so there will be a big box in the
front of the school if anyone else wants to drop off a
letter!

I hope you all have a wonderful and restful Winter
Break. Thank you all so much for your continued

support of Memorial Middle School. We could not
be the exemplary school that we are without you!

werychild.onevoices. | LIS@ Welr, Principal
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port Write -aCheck, please do so today.
A NOTE FROM

Looking ahead to 2010, please plan to attend

OUR PTA PRESIDENT er

I hope that everyone had a wonderful
Thanksgiving! We have much to be thankful for g
MMS, and congratulations are also in order to ot
school, which has been named an Honor Roll
School by the Texas Business & Education Coali .
tion. TBEC is an Austibased norprofit organiza- Best wishes to you all as 2009 concludes afd
tion has recognized 245 Texas public schools (Ie%§ enter a new decade.
than four percent of all public schools in the state)
as t_ he stateds most oUtkygted Pé’ck,” g VIS MBS € Sent B |
selects its honorees based on Commended Student
performance results, and also sets targets based on kbpeck@att.net

the grade levels served and student demograph

Thanks also to those who attended our N¢
vember PTA meeting, which was very informative.
First, we experimented with new technology sup
ported by our Write-a-Check Funds. Seventh
grade math teacher Caroline Mitchell demon-
strated Active Expressions, giving those present
handson practice with the devices. Utilizing the
technology in action was quite impressive (less im-
pressive were some of our math skills after years
away from school!). We also welcomed SBISD Su-
perintendent, Dr. Duncan Klussmann, who updated
us on the Bond construction developments and
other issues affecting the District and our studen Please mark your calendar for ou

We appreciate his visiting our PTA. January PTA Meeting ,to be
held onThursday, January 21 st

This Friday, December™is the annual . .
MMS Holiday Home Tour . QIJ\IQOW%W% MM%&IPF@WT Q@ur i's
it! A very special thank you to the families gener- | guest speaker will be Dr.Amy Midd
ously opening their homes for the tour: the Bre-
genzer, Ferrari, McCollum, Simpson, and Weavée i st from Texas i

families. Dr. Middleman was an extremely

Also, | would like to congratulate our Write J| POpular speaker last year and is b
-a-Check chairs, Kathy Goss and Gigi White, for| B by popular demand. A light lunch
spearheadin_g an extremely successful campaign. be served.
know they, like me, are grateful to have such su
portive families at MMS who so generously contri
uted to this effort. If you have not had time to su
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- Join us for an evening
“Crystal  star gazing as we honc
Awardls N .

~ shining stars in educat

March 5 at the Hyatt Regency Downtown will have the best view of the ste
for the 2010 Crystal Awards. Presented by the Spring Branch Education F
and the Houston Chronicle to recognize men and women who, through th
teachers, have made an exceptional difference in the lives of their student
outstanding educators saluted that evening will be the SBISD 2009 Teach
Year. Make plans to attend by purchasing a table with friends or make a d
the SBEF. Visit the websEB&t @ SpringBranchlSDockeern more or contact

Becky Funderburk, SBEF Liaison at befun@peoplepc.com..

Upcoming calendar of Events

Holiday Home Tour Friday December 4

December Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Wed. December 9 (this is a new date)
International Club Luncheon Friday December 11

Final Exams (7th and 8th) Tues: Fri., Dec. 15 18

Early Dismissal December 1618

End of Second Nine Weeks December 18

Winter Break December 21- January 3

Teacher Workday/lIrservice- Student Holiday Monday January 4

Classes Resume Tuesday January 5

January Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Tuesday January 12

6th Grade Peer Group Meeting New Date Monday Feb. 8, 11:30 Auditorium

8th to 9th Grade Transition Meeting for Parents Thursday January 14, 9am

Teacher Staff DevelopmenStudent Holiday Monday January 18

PTA Meeting Thursday January 21, Noon Library
International Club Luncheon Friday January 22

February Newsletter Deadline Tuesday January 26

7th Grade Peer Group Meeting Thursday January 28, Library, time TBJA
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t ra N e Thank you parents; for your continued support and
encouragement as your child transitions into mid-
dle school.The end of the first semester of middle school is almost upon us.
Students: your hard work is ;l))aying off! _

This may sound early but counselors are already gearing up for next year- (2010
2011)! We are excited that all course selections will be done online. SBISD is rolling out
the Skyward Program this year. This one program will take the place of the current grade
book and scheduling system. So that information can be given to parents and students,
pl ease youdre your calendars for these

February 8 - 6"grade Peer Group Meeting at11:30 in the auditorium. We will in-
troduce the courses available for MMS seventh graders in-2Q18everal new courses will
be introduced and high school graduation plans will be covered. Coaches will be on han
talk about 7 grade athletics.

February 10 - Students will be introduced to the"7grade course selections. Stu-
dents will be given their preegistration packets at this timeétebruary 16 -17- Students

will register oonlinedé during either th

moX>20o

Katy Smith, 6th grade counselor

We hope everyone had a restful Thanksgiving break! We are already busy p
paring for next semester! Course selection verifications will be coming home
soon. Please return these to Ms. Harwell by Friday, Decemb@ifithere are
any changes. The fall exams are December-Detbember 18th. You can check the MMS

website for the exam schedule.

rFrm<<mrr

MMS course selection is now going to be entered into a newiea scheduling program.

Skywaraill allow the students to enter their course selections on the computers in the li-
brary. We have several dates set aside for this new process and the counselors will be a
able to assist the students in the library. Please mark your calendars for the following i

portant dates:

1 January 28 peer group meeting to discus§ §rade course selection

1 February 1%-student presentation during activity to discussg@ade course selection
February 22ne24"-students will visit the library for otine course selection

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Shae Harwell Alison Butler
7th Grade Counselor 7t Grade Principal
shae.harwell@springbranchisd.com alison.butler@springbranchisd.com
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